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JEFF 
 “I lost a lifelong friend in a car accident in 1992. 
After that, I knew I needed to make some changes in 
my life. I enlisted in the Navy and served 6 years as 
a part of the Gulf War. After my discharge, I mar-
ried then divorced two years later. While working at 
a local hotel, I starting dating again. We were to-
gether 7 years, then married. Two years into the 
marriage, he became verbally and mentally abusive.  
 I tried to seek advice and help from others. My 
mother told me “to be strong,” “to work it out” and 
to stay in the marriage. My family never talked 
about these kind of problems. I did a lot of pretend-
ing that everything was OK. I just accepted what he 
said and did. I wanted to re-enlist in the Navy, but 
he was against it. I was afraid to leave and I did not 
have anywhere to turn.  
 I knew I deserved happiness, so I (eventually) 
mustered up the strength to leave. I relocated to an-
other state and slept in my car for quite a long time. 
Then, I relocated to Evansville and found shelter 
through UCS at Ruth’s House. The compassion and 
acceptance I received at Ruth’s House made me feel 
like I could accomplish anything. Having a bed and 
a shower, lifted a tremendous weight off me. I could 
now focus on the goals I had set for myself -- find-
ing an apartment and a job. In 6 weeks, thanks to the 
encouragement & support I received, I now have an 
apartment and a great job.”  

 

 Until health complications prevented him from 
working, Jeff was a valued employee at Don’s Clean-
ers. In order to return to work, he needed to have a 
surgical procedure. The surgery had been scheduled 
two times, but Jeff was not able to have it performed 
either time. Things would get worse. Without income, 
Jeff soon lost his apartment and became homeless. 
His sister starting calling various organization seeking 
help for him. This is how she learned about the 
Homeless Medical Respite Program at UCS.  
 Being newly homeless is a very hard thing for most 
people to accept and comprehend. Jeff’s medical is-
sues further complicated his situation and he was 
completely overwhelmed, but there was hope. As a 
Deaconess referral, Jeff was admitted into the medical 
respite program at UCS. He received the resources 
and support he needed to get better and regain hous-
ing. While in respite, Jeff was finally able to have his 
surgical procedure and return to work. He returned to 
work at Don's Cleaners and moved into his own apart-
ment at UCS. Success! In October 2016, Jeff started 
having more health issues and was diagnosed with 
cancer. A few weeks after being diagnosed, he passed 
away in his apartment.  
 His family, with whom he had close ties, are ex-
tremely thankful to UCS for getting Jeff off the street 
and back on his feet during his time of need.   

 



 

 

 

From the Executive Director: 

In 2016, United Caring Services provided over 
25,215 bed-nights of shelter to 706 people with meals 
and other essential services provided to nearly 2,000 
people. Our medical respite program successfully 
placed 87% of guests with 57% into permanent hous-
ing. These results would not have been possible with-
out the 450+ volunteers who gave of their time and 
service along with the many individuals and organi-
zations who gave financially. 
 Three major highlights at UCS in 2016 were 1.) the 
nearly $100,000 worth of safety & security upgrades 
made to the main facility, 2.) the $10,000 first floor 
renovations at Ruth’s House that allowed our medical 
respite program to expand and include women - made 
possible by great community partners, and 3.) the  
change over of our 21 Men’s/Women’s Transitional 
Housing Apartments to Permanent Housing which 
still includes on-site case management. 

 
 
 
 In 2016, UCS experienced a small net income of 
$52,648.18. This is a reason to celebrate, given previ-
ous deficit years, but it’s not quite a trend (yet). More 
needs to be done. UCS is still carrying a large credit 
line balance from 2015 and more facility repairs/
updates are needed in order to better meet guests’ 
needs. These are two challenges we face moving for-
ward into 2017 and 2018, but we can overcome them 
with enthusiasm, diligence, and faith. 
 None of this year’s accomplishments would 
have been possible without the generous support 
from people like you. Your commitment - to pre-

vent and end homelessness - makes the 
life-saving services we provide for vul-
nerable people a reality.  

IN 2016, HERE IS WHERE OUR FUNDING WAS SPENT: 

Thank you for your support and the difference it made... 

Thank you, 
Jason Emmerson,  

Executive Director 

IN 2016, HERE IS WHERE OUR FUNDING CAME FROM: 

—  Grants 
—  Fundraising  

—  Apartment Rent 

—  Operations 

—  Donations 

—  Shelter / Services 

—  Fundraising 

—  Administration 

Moving Forward 



 

 

 

 

 

 

UCS Staff Contact  Information 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Thank You! 

Keep making a difference in the lives of the people we serve ... 


